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creation of literature and of literary form, there remains, as
the final labour of criticism, the judgment of literary work,
not as a historical occurrence, but as an imaginative apprehen-
sion whicli is complete in itself, and which the historical
judgment does not affect. Such a process of judgment demands
a previous labour of reflection and construction which, resulting
in a unified view of human activity, is capable at once of imagi-
native sympathy with the work in question, and of emphatic
judgment of its significance. The great need of our civilisation
is such a unification in our view of human experience, a unity
in which no major activity of the human mind is sacrificed to
others, but is related to others in a way which detracts from
the importance of none of them for the well-being of life.
Such a unity of self-knowledge is what the human mind
in our own day notoriously lacks. It is a commonplace of reflec-
tion that the modern world, issuing from the unity of Catho-
licism in the Middle Ages, became a scene in which the different
modes of experiencing reality were set in conflict. Where
previously philosophy, art and the entire conduct of life were
unified in the Catholic view of the universe, and of the place
of man in it, the modern world is one in which there is no
stabilized centre around which our varied activities may movea
and to which they may constantly be related. The addition,
to this disruption, of the scientific attitude added enormously
to the difficulties; to-day we seem to be little nearer to
effecting a unity of experience than were the men and women
of the seventeenth century. The fundamental trouble of our
civilization is precisely this disruption of the inner unity of
human experience which began with what we call the modern
world. This inner conflict is necessarily a devitalization, a
weakening of the mind which increasingly renders us more
helpless to deal successfully with the outer chaos into which our
inner division issues. A house so divided within itself must fall
sooner or later; and our only hope lies in the discovery of a
degree of self-knowledge which can harmoniously relate to
each other all our activities to the detriment of none.